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City of St. Clair 
#1 Paul Parks Drive 
St. Clair, MO 63077 

City Council Meeting 
January 7, 2013 

 
Mayor Blum called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
City Clerk, Chris Fawe called the roll. Present were Mayor Blum, Administrator Childers, 
Alderman Tate, Alderman Fuchs, Alderman McGlenn and Alderman Dierker. 
Attorney Voss was absent.  
 
Mayor Blum led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Consent Agenda: 
Mayor Blum asked for approval of the Council Report from December 14, 2012 thru January 3, 
2013 and the Board of Alderman meeting minutes from December 17, 2012.  
Mayor Blum asked if everyone had a chance to review these items and if there were any 
questions, corrections, or comments.  
Alderman McGlenn made the motion to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted and 
Alderman Dierker provided the second. Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Business of the Month:  Mayor Blum stated the business of the month is St. Clair Package 
Liquor and the award was presented to the owner Sam Hamed. 
 
Ordinances & Resolutions:  
 
1. Bill No. 2013-1 - AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE 

CORPORATION OF ST. CLAIR, MISSOURI TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT 
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH THE ST. CLAIR AREA CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE.  
Administrator Childers explained this item has been discussed extensively, and it has been 
taken back to the Chamber. They are recommending approval but are asking the completion 
date for the Enterprise Zone application referenced as item one be change from March 31, 
2013 to May 31, 2013. 
Alderman Tate introduced Bill No. 2013-1 for first and second reading by title only. Mayor 
Blum read Bill No. 2013-1 twice by title only. Alderman Tate made the motion to approve 
Bill No. 2013-1 as read and Alderman McGlenn provided the second.   
Board Polls as follows: 
           Aye: Tate, Fuchs, McGlenn, Dierker 

                 Nay: None 
           Bill 2013-1 becomes Ordinance 1689 
 
 

    ………………………continued 
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Unfinished Business: 
Airport Update:  
Mayor Blum stated we have received a letter from the FAA concerning the closure process and 
there are some corrective actions that they are requiring us to complete before they will further 
consider the closure process. Mayor Blum stated the corrective actions include: 

• Conducting adequate repairs and the regular inspection of pavement surfaces 
Mayor Blum stated he would like to tell the Alderman and the audience exactly what he knows 
and far as these actions to date. This portion of the corrective action is completely new to himself 
and Administrator Childers. This is another item that has never been on any type of documents 
that we can see, as far as we know. Mayor Blum asked Administrator Childers if he was aware 
anything concerning pavement surfaces. Administrator Chiders stated no, not that has been 
mentioned in any of the documents filed so for. Mayor Blum stated if we are to pursue the 
closure process, we feel we need to address these issues. Mayor Blum stated but before we do 
any repairs, so to speak to the runway surfaces, he would invite every St. Clair resident, every 
county resident, everyone in the state of Missouri, in the United States to go down and look at 
that runway and then go travel our city streets  and tell me which one is in worse repair. 
Alderman McGlenn asked who determines what adequate repairs are. Administrator Childers 
stated that would be MoDOT Aviation. Alderman Fuchs asks if we know what adequate repairs 
consist of. Mayor Blum stated we do not, there is no specific saying that we have to overlay, we 
have to, I don’t know.  

• runway safety area, and airport lighting systems including the airport beacon, 
runway lights, and the lighted windsock have to be repaired 

Mayor Blum stated I can tell you what I do know. I do know that there was a grant issued to the 
City of St. Clair in the 1980’s for the installation of the lights. That grant was for 20 years, and 
that grant has expired. We told the FAA that in order to save money we were going to 
discontinue night operations at the airport. They responded by saying, no you can’t do that you 
are obligated. They sent us some paperwork stating such, but those obligations only pertained to 
land. There was nothing that pertained to any of the maintenance items including the light. We 
then again requested information from the FAA to confirm that yes you have to maintain those 
lights past grant obligations. To date we have not received anything. But, for the Board and the 
audience’s information, we have contracted with an electrician to correct these issues.   

• Working with the state of Missouri to address operational and financial issues 
raised by the Department of Transportation Office of Inspector General 

Mayor Blum stated you have before you 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 documentation, in front of 
you, that shows all revenue and all expenses. Mayor Blum stated the only thing we can 
determine is the fact that they want us to go out and physically open a separate checking account. 
Administrator Childers stated that is the only thing I can read into it, it is already maintained by a 
separately identified managed fund and noted by the auditor as a separate fund, and it’s as 
separate a fund as you can get and that doesn’t seem to be enough. Alderman Fuchs stated, so the 
auditor is approving this system and they are requesting that we maintain that facility with 
additional banking, additional bookwork, and additional staff time to manage this in a separate 
account. Mayor Blum stated that is correct. Administrator Childers stated it’s possible they 
simply don’t understand anything about accounting and if we have it in a separate bank then 
maybe they will understand that. Mayor Blum stated maybe it is just their procedure.  

 
………………………continued 
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• Resolving the formal complaint filed under 14 CFR Part 16 and the recent informal 
complaint regarding the increase in tenant rental fees. 

Administrator Childers stated, this is a legal filing, and the correspondence under that item is 
being handled by the City Attorney. Administrator Childers stated we have not received any 
specific correspondence back from the FAA regarding that filing. Administrator Childers stated 
there was a filing, we filed a response, they filed a response, and we filed a response to their 
response and that was the last action that has taken place. Administrator Childers stated in my 
opinion the ball is in their court on that particular part of the item. As soon as we receive any 
information from them, we will respond as we always do. Mayor Blum asked about the recent 
informal complaint regarding the increase in the tenant rental fees. Administrator Childers stated 
once again this is nothing that has ever been a part of the process until recently. Administrator 
Childers stated it is a direct contradiction of the advice that the City received directly from Bill 
Dunn, who is the Vice President for Member Operations of the Airline Owners and Pilots 
Association. He suggested in a meeting in Washington with Representative Luetkemeyer staff 
and other congressional staff that the City had an obligation to be as self-sustained as possible 
and that should be accomplished by user fees, which makes a great deal of sense. The complaint 
is that the tenants do not feel we are not now the cheapest place around. So, now that has been 
added to the litany from the FAA. Mayor Blum asked if any Board members had any discussion 
items. Alderman McGlenn asks if this has never been brought up before on the hangar rent. 
Mayor Blum responded this was just decided at our budget workshop to set the hangar rent for 
2013. Mayor Blum stated, quite honestly, it probably wasn’t brought to their attention until 
recently. Alderman Fuchs stated I seemed to recall in past discussions the FAA did not get 
involved in that type of topic. Administrator Childers stated according to, Amy Ludwig who is 
the Administrator of Aviation for the Missouri Department of Transportation, that the City is 
correct there is no federal requirement that hangar rental rates remain competitive, she states 
basically that neither MoDOT Aviation nor Federal Aviation Administration has any authority 
over local lease rates. Mayor stated that they do go on to say the complaint is between Air Evac 
and the fixed wing that the fixed wing feel they are being discriminated against. Administrator 
Childers reminded the Board that the Air Evac lease was negotiated in 2005, well before any of 
us were involved with the City, signed by the City and by the Mayor at that time and contained 
an automatic renewal provision that was a five year lease an automatically renewed in 2010. That 
can’t be changed until 2015 without violating the lease. Mayor Blum stated as part of the 
response from Ms. Ludwig, there was a comparison between airports in Sullivan, Washington 
and St. Clair, that the rental rates are not comparable. Mayor Blum stated this is my personal 
belief; you cannot compare Washington and Sullivan financial status to St. Clair’s financial 
status. To me that is like saying we have more money, we are going to put you out of business by 
keeping the rates lower. It’s a situation we cannot win, simply because we have to be self-
sustaining and we cannot do that without raising hangar rental rates. Again, the self-sustaining 
issue, it baffles me, I am no aviation expert, and I am not a FAA guru, but they say we cannot 
have excess funds in this account we are going to set-up. My question to them is how we make 
major repairs. I’ll tell you how, the City is going to fork over the money to do that, therefore Mr. 
Tate’s street that he needs paved is no longer going to get paved, the gravel roads are not going 
to get paved, services are going to get cut, so a couple of hobbyist can have their pleasure and 
fun at this facility. My question to them is, we are forking over all this money, Air Evac is 
providing a service to this community, what service are you providing to this community? I will 
………………………continued 
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reiterate one last time, we are being set-up to fail, we are already there, were set-up to fail. We 
have no choice from my understanding that before they will consider going forward with the 
closure process, we take care of these corrective action items. Mayor Blum asked if there were 
any other items the Board would like to discuss, but it would be his recommendation to the 
Board that we once again do what they ask us to do, we have done this all along, and at some 
point there has to be foul cried on our part, we are doing everything they are asking us to do, 
including this here.  Mayor Blum stated it would be my recommendation to do the paving or 
patching, whatever the case maybe, we are currently fixing the lights, give this information to 
Ms. Ludwig on the financial issues, move forward in resolving the complaints filed under the 
part14 CFR Part 16, and as for as the hangar rental rates, the easiest thing to do is to leave them 
where they are at, at the 2012 rates. It will put us further in the hole but once again, they do not 
care about the City they care about the airport. Alderman McGlenn asked don’t we have an 
obligation to the citizens of this town to make the airport self-sustainable and not have to take 
from the general revenues to support them. Administrator Childers stated in my mind we have an 
obligation to the citizens of this town to make the community sustainable, and if what it takes to 
make the community sustainable requires one more year of ineffective revenues in order to be rid 
of a burden that has been inflicting this community for 50 years, maybe we need to do that. 
Alderman Fuchs stated I have a hard time with this, I have a hard time with a small group of 
individuals, and I want to apologize to the community and the citizens for the money that it takes 
to finance this recreation, this hobby. We are looking at spending unknown amounts of money to 
finance a hobby for a few. The Mayor asks the question, Air Evac does a service for this 
community, that airport does not provide a service, I wish it did. I wish when that airport was 
started, and for all the years that it was in place, that the people that pushed to put it in place 
would have done something besides use it as a hobby, would have done something to make that 
airport actually make this community grow. But nobody has, and now we are in a position where 
we are stuck, we are stuck spending tax payers money, taking things away and literally I sat and 
talked today about it. Everybody’s big into parks, everybody’s big into wanting the streets done, 
and we all are, but something is going to lose. We are going to spend money to keep a hobby for 
a small handful, and somebody is going to lose, and it is going to be the City, so that a small few 
people, that don’t care about the community itself obviously, can have their hobby. I do not 
know how you guys or anybody can file complaints at a federal level that destroys a community, 
but that is what has happened. To our City I apologize, I do not know what else to do; our hands 
are tied because of a small group of hobbyists. Administrator Childers stated the hangar rent 
issues needs to be resolved and in order to do that he needs a motion from the board to change 
the rates,  if they so choose. 
Alderman McGlenn made the motion to lower the hangar rental rates to the 2012 rate of 
$175.00 a month and Alderman Tate provided the second. 

Board Polls as follows: 
           Aye: Tate, McGlenn,  

                 Nay: Fuchs, Dierker 
      Mayor Blum broke the tie vote with Aye 
      Motion carried 
 
 
………………………continued 
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New Business:   
 
1. Letter of Agreement for City Attorney Services: Administrator Childers stated one of the 

things we have asked the City Attorney to consider is increasing his representation by also 
attending Planning and Zoning meetings. This letter agreement will continue his service as 
City Attorney, and add to that attendance at the Planning and Zoning meetings and continue 
to serve as the City Prosecutor. This represents a $200.00 per month increase.   
Alderman Dierker made the motion to approve the letter agreement for City Attorney 
Services and Alderman McGlenn provided the second. Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

2. Introduction of Court Clerk: Administrator Childers stated there is a week long, no cost 
Municipal Court training in Jefferson City provided by the office of the State Board 
Administrator that Cindy Schmitt is attending. Administrator Childers stated Cindy was an 
outstanding candidate for the position and we had an extremely large number of qualified 
candidates. Cindy has a background in Municipal Courts and is earning her degree in 
Municipal Court Administration. She started employment January 2, 2013. 

 
Reimbursement request: Administrator Childers stated there is a brief chronology following 
Mr. Fisher’s request, put together by Mr. Bliss in your packets.  
After much discussion it was determined there were roots entering the City’s main lateral 
through a broken section of clay pipe at 540 Crest Street. The City performed a point repair to 
the main lateral to remove a large root ball. It was determined at this point the street repair 
deposit of $250 would be returned to Mr. Fisher. The Board determined it would be fair to 
reimburse part of the excavating service that was paid for by Mr. Fisher of $765.00.  
Alderman Fuchs made the motion to approve reimbursement up to the amount of $765 if 
the parties can agree and if not, it goes to the hands of the attorney and Alderman Dierker 
provided the second. Motion carried by voice vote. Mr. Fisher agreed to these terms. 
 
City Attorney:  Kurt Voss- absent  
 
Departmental Reports: 
 
1. Administrator:  Rick Childers:  

a) Administrator Childers stated everyone has a notice from the Public Service Commission 
of the State that states they have approved Ameren’s rate increase request at 10.05%. I 
am not sure I am reading this correctly, but that’s what it looks like is that everyone’s 
electric bill will be going up by 10.05% and we budgeted a 14% increase. At the 10.05% 
level, will mean the City’s electricity expense over all will increase by $55,000. The 14% 
would have increased it by $77,000. 

b) The Missouri Municipal League 2013 legislative conference is February 12 thru the 13 in 
Jefferson City. This is a wonderful opportunity to make contact with the legislators. 
Administrator Childers encouraged the Board to attend and let us know as soon as 
possible if you would like to attend. 

 
 

………………………continued 



                                                                                                            Minutes………………………. January 7, 2013 

6 

 

2. Public Works Director:  Ed Bliss – 
a) The water sample passed on the West Springfield work, and the work should be complete 

on the water main next Wednesday. Report also provided in packet. 
 

3. Police Department: Chief Hammack – nothing at this time 
 

4. Planning and Zoning: Myrna Turner – absent 
 

5. Parks: Beth Lauer – absent  
 

Other Business:   
 
Mayor and Board Members:  none 
 
Public Participation:  

1) Gilbert Hoffman, Hwy.47, St. Clair, MO, stated his one main concern was years 
back, whenever that the airport was shut down the gas pumps were taken out, and 
you knew that was going to take away from the revenue coming into the airport. 
Few years later you tore down two hangars, which amounted to about $42,000 
worth of income, you knew that was going to take away from the airport income. 
It just seems like that this is kind of long process of kind of fanning us out and it 
is a regional airport it is not everybody in the United States and the land airport it 
is not St. Clair’s airport. So, these are a few things. Another thing I had, I don’t 
know if any of you listen to KLPW, Diane Jones, she has the Mayor of 
Washington on her program numerous times. Mayor Lucy is very out spoken and 
she tells about her airport numerous times, there’s been a lot of work done over 
there right now there building new hangars, she was commenting on that, they 
were running a little behind schedule but they are making money. She was telling 
me the other day how the airport benefits the police department in emergencies, 
how it benefits the fire department, how it benefits the ambulance, education, how 
much business’s run in and out of there, and how much residents, and how many 
residential people are over there that do go over there for recreation. These are 
just a few things, and her last comment was, she said, I forget the dollar sign, how 
much they spent on that airport on this last project, they got it for .15 cents on the 
dollar. So, this just kind of seems like that were not moving in the right direction 
on our airport, it can be done. And, I was just thinking to myself the other day you 
know you spend as much time as you spend going to Jeff City, Kansas City, DC, 
if you worked the other way a little bit maybe, maybe take some time out, go over 
and talk to the Mayor at Washington see how you’re so productive, how you can 
benefit so much from them. Take her out for lunch or something, maybe you can 
do that, and may get a few benefits to see what’s going on, and you know it’s 
always easy to criticize people, what they do, and don’t do, if you guy’s ever go 
over there to do that maybe take Keith along with you, we need a little input in the 
paper every once in a while about the airport. So, I think my advice is talk to other  
 

                        ………………………continued 
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people before you make too many decisions. 
Administrator Childers stated if I might for the benefit of the Board and the 
community as a percent of general revenue the City of St. Clair annually 
outspends the City of Sullivan and the City of Washington combined in support of 
the airport. Mayor Blum asked Mr. Hoffman if he understands what that means, 
Mayor Blum explained the revenue we generate here in St. Clair versus the 
revenue they generate, there is no comparison. Mr. Hoffman stated they just do 
that much better job of managing it. Mayor Blum stated no they have more 
money, what don’t you understand about that they have more money. Mayor 
Blum stated as far as the hangars go we filed 7460’s, the proper documentation, 
we filed the proper documentation with the FAA concerning Mr. Devries’s 
comment in 1997, that we have the minutes to, that those need to be torn down 
and replaced. We didn’t do that until a couple of years ago, so we had dangerous 
hangars on site for many years.  

2) Chris Kempin, 4733 Honeycrest, Catawissa, MO, stated I’m here because I am an 
airport tenant; the airplane we own has been on that field since 1960. I have been 
involved with the airport for 19 years. So over the 19 years I’ve seen many city 
officials come and go. Some Mayors like the airport, some don’t, but what I do 
see that has not changed is that your perception of us hobbyist, so to speak, is 
totally wrong, and I’ll tell you why it is wrong. Because if you want to blame 
somebody, you are right when you need to apologize to the city, because when the 
airport started a lot of property was donated to the city, then there were grants 
taken, on several different occasions, now when you signed into those grants you 
knew the rules. So whoever agreed to those rules knew what they were or didn’t 
read them. So the rules are set in place and the problem is that you want the 
airport closed but you haven’t gone about it in the right way. You can’t let an 
airport deteriorate and run tenants off and then blame an airport can’t sustain 
itself. And if you read the rules, one of the first ones is, is you can’t close an 
airport for economic development. The first reason you want to close the airport 
was for economic development, now I can read that, and you can’t close an 
airport that is not in compliance. Am I correct? Mayor Blum stated very good, 
point taken. Mr. Kempin stated you say that the areas are gray, I can call the FAA, 
which I have, and I spoke to the person in the compliance department, in the 
matter of 15 minutes, I have all the answers to the questions that you don’t seem 
to have. Mayor Blum asked could you find one question out for me, I would 
appreciate it very much, find out why we have to maintain facilities that the grants 
have expired. Mr. Kempin stated because they haven’t really expired. Mayor 
Blum stated they are 20 years, what do you mean they haven’t expired. Mr. 
Kempin stated because once you purchase land. Mayor Blum stated no, no, no, 
we have already went through that. Mr. Kempin said read it again because you are 
never out of compliance. Mayor Blum stated we have had attorneys review them. 
Mr. Kempin stated you need to have the FAA review them because if you read. 
Mayor Blum stated it is a compelling story. Mr. Kempin stated it must not be 
proven then. Mayor Blum stated it is a compelling story, just like we had to write.  
 

                       ………………………continued 
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Give us a compelling story why we should reconsider our thought process on the 
airport. Mr. Kempin stated what I’m saying is that you intended on closing the 
airport, you let it deteriorate. Mayor Blum stated no, no, no, people aren’t 
understanding the situation here, its revenue. Mr. Kempin stated but when you get 
rid of revenue and then you claim there isn’t any. Mayor Blum stated let me ask 
you this; will the City ever see any revenue generated at the airport? Mr. Kempin 
stated I would say, and that’s another thing, the FAA had asked you to have a 
meeting with them and they would show you how you can generate revenue out 
of your airport. That has never been done. Mayor Blum stated they have never 
been able to show us. Mr. Kempin stated that was because you won’t listen to 
them. If you put up hangars and you put an F.B.O. in there. Mayor Blum stated it 
takes money to put hangars up. Mr. Kempin stated they offered you grant money 
to fix the problems you have right now. Mayor Blum stated then were tied with 
the same strings were tied with right now. Mayor Blum asked Mr. Kempin what 
benefit do you provide to the city of St. Clair. Mr. Kempin stated it is not a 
benefit. Mr. Kempin stated that airport could provide a lot of benefit to St. Clair if 
you would use it. Mayor Blum stated he asked a specific question. Mr. Kempin 
stated I’ll answer that, you bring in airplanes, bring in hangars, and bring in 
business. I look around this town, and I’ll tell you what I see, I see a lot of empty 
buildings, I see business’s that aren’t here. I go to Sullivan or I go to Washington 
and I go to Union and you know what I see, I see everything happening there that 
isn’t happening here. Mayor Blum stated maybe it’s because we hung our hat on 
the airport. Mr. Kempin stated no I think it is probably because of the people 
running the City, maybe not this group right here, but I’m talking about in the 
past, you let time pass you by, but that’s not the fault of the people here right now, 
it’s not, but it is a regional airport. Administrator Childers stated you might be 
familiar with one of the three closures that have been allowed by the federal 
Aviation Administration of existing airports that being Richards Gebauer which 
was closed by the City of Kansas City because it was economically unfeasible, 
end of story. Precedent set. Mr. Kempin stated but they weren’t tied up with the 
federal government. Administrator Childers stated of course they were. Mr. 
Kempin stated you ask for guidance. Mayor Blum stated we are asking for 
survival. Mr. Kempin stated but you want to know what they want done. Mayor 
Blum stated we are going to do that.   

3) Seth Crocker, from Poor Boys stated, they are looking into some property you 
have in the Industrial Park and Administrator Childers ask them to come tonight. 
Administrator Childers apologized stating that is a concern we will address. 
Mayor Blum stated we have had so much to deal with, we are shorthanded, we 
have one Clerk, one Collector, one part timer, and one Administrator, and that is 
all we have in the office. We are very strapped for personnel at this time. Mayor 
Blum stated will work on this and bring something to you at the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
                        ………………………continued 
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Motion for Executive Session: none 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting: Monday, January 21, 2013 regular meeting at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Adjournment:  Mayor Blum called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  
Alderman Tate made the motion to adjourn and Alderman Fuchs provided the second. 
Motion carried by voice vote. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                    Ron Blum, Mayor  
Date Approved: 1/21/2013 
 

 
Attest:                                                                            
 
 

 
______________________________________                              

Chris Fawe, City Clerk   
 


